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Bronvétavhavsskumdarrade under hennes bara fotter, den tunna gyllene {§
fotldnke lindades forsiktigt runt hennes dmtaliga fotled «fotldnken ler
ndr en stilla flikt och vidror kanten pa hennes bla kldnning .

Hon gick vilse pa bida dndarna av bron .

Fiskjagare, stora som sma, spred ut sig nir de bemistrade att fanga dessa klibbiga varelser och ta
bort livet frin deras gélar.

Bron sdg ut som en karneval i alla farger <Hon gar vildigt ldngsamt och funderar pa fargerna och
barnen .




Qi)

2022 join gypii  yuolal sacl

Frén andra sidan denna vérlden nir en rost Umm Kulthum hennes 6ron

(Fréga din sjél, frédga ditt hjdrta ) « Som om denna laddade virld hdr beh6vde Umm Kulthums
rost for att ge scenen ett ljudspér <hon extraherar ocksé pérlor frén firgen pa hennes gréna dgon .
Hon gungade och var trott pa att ga, det fanns inget som gav henne tdlamod .

Avstanden blir ldngre, solen har sjunkit bakom havet och dér hennes sol gar upp .

Bara en rost, inte en bild, bara en sjil, inte en kropp, en tir 1 Odets brostet, en tatuering 1
alienationens smaérta och en avskeds tar som inte torkar.

Hon gungade och var trott pa att ga, det fanns inget som gav henne tdlamod .

Avsténden blir ldngre, solen har sjunkit bakom havet och dér hennes sol gar upp .

Bara en rost, inte en bild, bara en sjdl, inte en kropp, en tir 1 Odets brostet, en tatuering 1
alienationens smaérta och en avskeds tar som inte torkar.

Bordet stod 1 hornet med utsikt 6ver havet i det yttre hornet, och det var tomt for ingen att sitta
pa det ¢

till och med faglarna 1dmnade bronrestaurangen den kvéllen, och platsen ldmnades sjunga ensam
( Etghirt shwaia shwaia).

Liangtan borjade 6ka mycket ¢ och ténde sin eld i hjartat, efter att 6det och kovid) 9 triumferat
over narvaron .

Hon lérde sig frasen som sédger: (Nérvaro 1 nidrvaro av frdnvaro) och hon har bemaéstrat att sdga
det pa alla sprak «Och pa natten blir den hér frasen hennes kudde som vila hennes huvud «Och
denna frasen blir ocksa hornpelaren pa vilken smartans forldjligande hinger i hennes brost och
driver ut den, sedan tror nirvaron trots franvaron .

Hon horde ndgon ropa pa henne, kom .

Hon horde ndgon ropa pa henne, kom .

Kom s att vi kan fullborda franvaron med nérvaro genom kramar, doda tomrummet, erdvra aren
och tiderna .

Kom till hamnen 1 mitt brost, det dr sdkerhetens strand for dig.

Kom sa ¢ jag kan vdva vagorna i ditt har och jag spela livets musik frdn din ryggraden .

Kom sa att jag kan stjéla diktens tyngder fran dina ldppar och rita virldskartor pa din nackes
nisch .

Kom for att ldra historien en ldxa, lar den hur kungadémen faller framf6r ditt leende.

kom for jag studera astronomi 1 dina 6gon ,och kasta mig in 1 din sjéls galax , bara kom.

Hon stirrade djupt pa den vida och avlidgsna horisonten, och natten borjade ticka henne med en
svart halsduk .

Vagorna rann mot stranden och sldckte sandens torst, och masen rérde luften med sina vingar.
Och hir ligger hon kvar i1 hans handflata lyssnar pa hans fingrars spel .

Nu ler hon i hemlighet och minns (kom) ... (jag kom), drunknar sedan i alger och vagornas kyla,
och sveper 1 stormigt skum .
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Vers la fin d’un discours extrémement important
Le grand homme d’Etat trébuchant
Sur une belle phrase creuse
Tombe dedans
Et désemparé la bouche grande ouverte
Haletant
Montre les dents
Et la carie dentaire de ses pacifiques raisonnements '
<. | —
Met a vif le nerf de la guerre
.La délicate question d’argent 20 I 2 )l sl
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Hammering my challenge

by:Maha Osman

Taking a hammer in my hand, [ went to my mother with triumphant steps as if [ had found the tool
that will hammer down all my demons and let them vanish!! “ Mama I asked holding the hammer
in my hand and darting my eyes around in search of something, where are my siblings?”” They
are all here at home” replied Mama with her loving soothing voice”.

My eyes became brighter as I felt that very soon my wish will be fulfilled! I will accomplish what
I wanted and make an end for my misery and sufferings. Smiling and with a steady hand , I hand
over the hammer to my mother” here Mama , let’s do it”. Inquisitively my mother questions me
> what 1s the hammer for my sweetie?”

I looked at mother with pleading eyes but at the same time with a determined look and said” I
want you to bring all my siblings in your room and ask them to lie down on your bed and break
a leg of each one of them”! Once I uttered those words , I felt great comfort and relief !The
hammer was my saviour from all my pain and suffering.

But to mother it was shocking and disturbing that her lovely child has such wicked and heartless
thoughts, nevertheless she asked with a calm voice “ why do you want to break a leg of each
of your siblings ?” I gave Mama an assuring look and my eyes shone brighter and with mere
enthusiasm said” because [ want them to be like me, [ want that we are all the same. I hate being
different ,and I suffer from being bullied at school. I hate those children running behind me and
shouting” the girl with the broken leg?*. I hate their stares , hate it....and they make me sad! My
sister defends me but I always rely on my self and hate it Mama!!

I cry every day Mama but not in front of any one. I also want to stay brave! It tremendously hurts
me” [ hate going to school because of them and by the way I cut a tree branch and hit who ever
mocks me!”

This was all a blow for Mama , she never expected that [ was suffering that much ,as I had never
complained about my leg!

Mama was pensive but contained her feelings and said to me” my daughter we love you and this
does not make you less than your siblings. Look at you, how beautiful you are, you are smart and
you can walk and just show me someone who is your age and can speak English like you!
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I looked up at my mother and said “ Mum but those kids tease me at school, I am being called all
names.”Mother understood my frustration and the injustice bestowed upon me. She hugged me
and said , “ you are a bright child and lucky too because we could send you abroad for treatment.
You speak English like a British and you are good at school and have a lovely personality.

As usual my mother’s words were calming and soothing, yet I interrupted my mother ““ but Mum
it hurts being different, why me?” *“ Why should I go through this, why?”

Many unanswered whys which tortured me and never left me at peace. I was always reminded
that [ am different!!

I could not see that I am different because I was raised up to be confident and proud.

Keeping the tone as calm and loving mother explained” each one of us has a challenge in life
and you were chosen to deal with this leg. You have to accept it , be happy that your father could
afford taking you to the UK and be treated in the best hospital.

Allah has given you a lot my daughter, be friends with your leg, take care of it and remember it
is nothing to be ashamed of. You should be ashamed if you have an evil heart , and are bad and a
cruel person, but a problem with a leg does not make you less than any one. Those who make
fun of others or bully them have poor hearts and are the ones with serious issues .Those who
bully you are poor in everything because they cannot even see how evil and heartless they are!
Oh Mama how soothing were your wise words and that’s why the hammer incident was the
turning point in my life

Being born with a congenital problem is not comprehendable for a child. The child knows there
is something wrong but fathoms its complexity not.

That leg, my right leg has been an issue till [ managed to hammer down those negative feelings.
I knew my leg was different and bravely tolerated the pain and operations . It might sound simple
but it was not. My parents sacrificed and made a serious decision . They decided to send me to
the UK to live there alone for treatment.

A child snatched from the love , security and peace of her parents’ home at the early age of
five is fathomless! However , it happened to me and I appreciate my parent’s sacrifice and how
privileged I am.

In a private room in the hospital, I recall the room details . Its brown wooden door with a sliding
little glass window to check on me ,a bed ,a TV fixed to the wall , a cupboard, basin, table and
the big glass window overlooking the vast garden with its gigantic trees.

I was scared to death especially at night fearing those trees which had transformed themselves
into monsters waiting for a chance to attack!

These trees added beauty to the day with their green leaves and flowers, however at night they
looked different and haunted me ! Swaying in the darkness they looked like evil gigantic demons
with large limbs wanting to snatch those sick patients lying helpless in their beds.

Once the rays of light appeared the trees were no longer my enemies but friends and a joy to see
and watch.
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It took the girl , me a lot of time to calm down the frustrations and the incident of the hammer
definitely did hammer and break down some of my demons. I vented my frustrations on my
lovely youngest sister who was born when I was abroad. I admit it being the “ center of attention
“was rewarding and boosted my ego. The presence of this cute toddler was not much appreciated
by me !

I only felt whole when I was at peace with my leg , accepted my challenge and fate.

As a teenager my doubts were ignited again, thoughts of whether someone would have interest
in me bothered me. What if no one will want to marry me? I am grateful to my great Mama who
never told me the remarks of some women relatives, referring to me as the poor girl!

Or when a women said to her “your daughters are beautiful but we are not interested in the one
with the broken leg!”

How cruel can these nasty remarks hurt one , and Allah never accepts us to criticise how one
looks like or mock someone’s looks for definitely what goes round comes around.

How destructive our tongues can be and sadly that same woman who hurt my mother and broke
her heart , gave birth to a girl who never walked!

During my late teens , my inner hammer was victorious, I was at peace and ease with my leg. It
was no longer an issue , | fully accepted me , loved me and counted my blessings.

I was popular at school, had many friends and the time at university was the greatest phase of my
life.

I saw the interest of men and offers of marriage and felt loved and of course only those gentlemen
who never asked about my leg , got my attention !!

Living in Europe where any one with special needs is integrated in the society ,yet it is strange
here in this lovely city , that they do stare at my leg and I enjoy starring back in their eyes till
they blush and look away!!

I once asked an Austrian acquaintance why do they stare when someone limps or has a certain
apparent health condition. I pointed out that our parents raised us up not to stare at people or
point at them as it is rude and impolite.Her shocking reply was that , they are not used to see such
things in Austria!!!

I said to her but I see people with ailments and it is normal all over the world. I also mentioned
that after the two world wars there were survivors who had lost a limb or a hand!

Thanks be to Allah for my great parents and to my mother who put the hammer in the right
direction , so that I can hammer away my demons.

My hammer shattered the doors of doubt and insecurities and I saw that all what I went through
made me the strong woman [ am today , and here I am jotting it down to you on paper.
“Hammer your problems do not let them hammer you”
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