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\® Soap Bubbles

By: Eklas Francis
Translated by: Dr. Ruwayda Gaber

- Al

Whenever the wind caresses my anklets, it strips me off the cloak of letters and
dresses me with soap bubbles. I rush towards the outer courtyard towards
speechless walls. I complain to it about thy absence coinciding with the up rise of
my body. I touch a mulberry leaf that covered Eve>s nakedness and break up the
fig leaf that covers thy sins. As soon as the wind of the East blows, the air withers
and bears the fragrant of dust , the aprons dried up on their eyes and fall like
ashes, and the crow stands on the wall crowing to tell the news of the burning
olives in the beaks of the doves and the drowning of our dreams by the flood
of life. The suitcase I prepared for my little sister’s wedding day was burning.
Yellow ashes accumulated around the spaces of the night where the dress of
dawn cracked and it crept out of the box of secrets after my mother broke the
lock during the absence of my father. The years that he crammed with tobacco
rolls and a small radio went by. It was broadcasting the news of those who died
at the front. My brother closed the overlooking window at the terrace of the
fields as the few spoils were stroking the spring. I watched a blind shepherd
leaning on the sound of the flute. My sister was combing her char hair in front
of the mirror contemplating the peach growing on her cheeks, as well the light
that flooded her eyelids. A shell fell, the mirror died, and my sister miraculously

survived.
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The branches of the vine that covered the roof of our house were broken, and
the grapes flowed into the well. I scooped out from it to wash myself in the
intoxication of the day, and the sun danced with the waves of ears in the meadow.
Autumnal yellow, I was in the fifth year of the war. I graduated with a rifle in my
hand and a knife in my bag, instead of a lipstick. I gave my eyeliner to the wind,
and went back to pick up the remains of broken windows and walls. Neighbors
gathered around me. The bed was so white and cold, and the out-of-season roses
were white and red. My feet stiffened and ached. I wanted to go out again to Kiss
the lemon leaves and rearrange the raspberry as well fig leaves. But the coldness
of the bed shut me in and my hands were lying over my chest. I screamed.
However, my voice did not leave my throat. I screamed so loudly. I begged my
mother to stop crying. My sister hugged my mother»s sleeping face on my body,
and her black hair stuck to my mouth. I smelt the scent of her perfume. The

procession moved. I saw them lifting the wooden and rose decorated box over

their shoulders. They danced sometimes, and sometimes they walked silently. I

screamed more and more until flying exhausted me, the clouds swallowed me,
and the distance swallowed my mother. They kicked the dirt, the white box got
dirty; a man with a black ribbon in his hand was reading from a book and
sprinkling dirt. So, the box became even more dirty. I do not like the smell of

dirt, because my chest is replete with life.
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