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L’amour sans tréve

Ce triangle d’eau qui a soif
cette route sans écriture
Madame, et le signe de vos matures
sur cette mer ou je me noie

Les messages de vos cheveux
le coup de fusil de vos lévres
cet orage qui m’enléve
.dans le sillage de vos yeux

Cette ombre enfin, sur le rivage
,ou la vie fait tréve, et le vent
et I’horrible piétinement
.de la foule sur mon passage

Quand je léve les yeux vers vous
,on dirait que le monde tremble
et les feux de I’amour ressemblent
.aux caresses de votre époux

Antonin Artaud
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My Siblings’ Mother

Short Story:
Maha Osman

During a train trip to Venice, I was triggered to write this
story which was due to a mere coincidence.

I met the narrator, who is a friend of mine on the train and
thus the story came into being! The story is based on true
facts, yet I changed the names of countries, cities, and
people to respect their privacy.

I first met Jamila my friend, the librarian at the library
where I always went to get books or do some work.

Jamila was always helpful and would recommend books
and inform me about the latest publications. She was
always calm, kind and strikingly smart.

I always spent my breaks on the terrace and at times met
Jamila there during her lunch break. Some months later, we
started to have lunch together and a gradual friendship
started to grow.

On a bright early morning, I was seated in a four seats train
cabin. I was seated next to the window, engrossed in
writing. The seat opposite to me was empty, and just about
five minutes before the train’s departure a lady came
rushing into the cabin and to my utter surprise, it was
Jamila!

Jamila put her bag above her seat, faced me and was as
surprised as I was. She hugged me and we started to chat.

I hadn’t been to the library for almost a year and so we had
a lot to catch up on. She told me that she is going for a mini
holiday as she will be getting married soon.

I told Jamila that I was joining a writing retreat in Venice.
I needed time to focus and finish my short stories book.
“What are the stories about?” Asked Jamila inquisitively.

»» About life, women, and their challenges “. I replied.
We ordered breakfast and Jamila started to talk.
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I can’t recall what made Jamila open up, because she told
me the unexpected, maybe it is the trust that we had in each
other. I told her that I am glad that she is happy and
relaxed. I was frank and told her that most of my stories
are based on true facts and if she doesn’t mind, I would like
to write her story.

I sat listening to Jamila, whose words seemed to flow out of
her mouth! We made an agreement that I would only
interrupt if a question arises.

Jamila’s narration started as an answer to a question and a
few further ones that I had addressed.

At first, I asked Jamila to tell me about her life and what
were the challenges that she had faced.

Jamila said:” I was born in Vienna to parents who
originally came from Chaman in Pakistan bordering the
Afghani borders. They came to Vienna after the war started
and Chaman no longer became safe. They were very
conservative, strict and were so afraid of change or
accepting anything Austrian as it was not appropriate
according to their beliefs and traditions. Our home was in
Vienna but once you entered through the door, you felt you
were in Chaman. The furniture, the colors and smells of the
aromatic spices and the fragrance of incense sticks were
part of our homeland.

Father was strict with the boys and mother with me. I
focused on being an obedient girl, following their rules to
avoid any problems. At school I was an exemplary student
and excelled in all subjects.
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We were raised up with many rules which were not to be
broken and our parents referred to them as our traditions
and culture. My parents never managed to show us any
affection. We were never hugged or kissed. I followed all
rules, I was an obedient daughter, as I always wanted to
guarantee my parents’ love. In addition to that, hope never
died that one day I will get a hug!

My mother warned me that I am not allowed to have any
boyfriend, as my father would kill me. A girl’s duty is to
always honor her family and I didn’t mind that.

Father worked and mother did house chores, cooked,
cleaned, and forced upon us very strict rules. Mistakes
were not forgiven, I recall an incident, one day when I was
12, I put Kajal, and my mother punished me for doing that.

I concentrated on school and put all my focus on my
studies, thus I excelled in all the subjects. My two older
brothers were always proud of my success and
determination. They were the permanent source of praise
and encouragement. It was very sad for me when they left
home to study at university. Later, after their graduation
both left Austria and moved to America. It was difficult for
my brothers to cope and accept the way our parents treated
us. Sadly, both brothers completely cut ties with our
parents. I tried to persuade them to forgive our parents, but
they couldn’t!! My siblings and I have a special bond and I
am the only one who is on good terms with all of them and
with our parents.

So, I was left at home with the younger brother and then
our youngest sister Gul was born.

My parents were devastated that their two elder sons
severed their relationship with them. They thought that if
they change their attitude and become lenient, they would
have a better relationship with their youngest daughter.
They didn’t realize that expressing their love and
communication were the key!

Gul, turned out to be a rebellious girl but this was because
she felt her parents didn’t care about her nor show any
interest in her. At school she was bullied by her classmates.
Our parents never knew how to deal with her nor support
her.

I have always been there for Gul, sadly our parents had
grown older and didn’t understand her, and they ended up
overwhelmed and helpless.
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My sister did all what she wanted, went out, smoked,
dressed up like she wished and went to parties. I gave her
advice, but she ignored it all. When I was 14 years old, we
spent one summer holiday back home. After returning to
Vienna, my father got a call from a suitor who wanted to
propose to me.

My father told them that I was too young to get married
and it is also illegal, nevertheless it would only be possible
when I am 18. The matter was to be postponed till my
eighteenth birthday and then it would be further discussed.
When I became 18 the marriage happened, but it took a
year and a half till my husband’s papers were finalized and
he could come to Austria. I was ambitious, happy, and
focused on my studies at the university.

The moment my husband came to Vienna, my life
drastically changed. I couldn’t help myself and
immediately interrupted Jamila as I had never seen that
look in her eyes before! ,,What was your life like with your
ex? “,, He was a control freak and a suspicious man. He
started checking my phone and forbid me to continue my
education.

He also forced me to cut ties with my parents. Out of fear I
obeyed him as I was afraid of him. My ex-husband was
abusive, when he got furious, he would become violent. He
yelled, shouted, and ended it by slapping me.

Despite having strict parents, they never slapped me on the
face.

Living in constant fear traumatized me and shattered me
from the inside. This man turned out to be a monster who
said he will not hit me again, but he never repented nor
stopped.

It was terrifying for the twins to watch this, and I wanted
to protect them and myself. I simply packed everything,
took the kids and left for Innsbruck. I left to another city
to save myself and children and start a new better life for
us. “Here I interrupted her again by asking her” how did
you have the courage to flee?” One day, I woke up feeling
so brave, thus I seized that moment of courage and just left
everything behind and disappeared, simply because I
couldn’t take it anymore.



19AG)€

Painting is courtesy of the Syrian artist Vivian Sayegh

To save myself and protect my children from their father’s
abusive behaviour, such a drastic step had to be made. 1
was forced to make a tough decision about our future. The
kids were traumatized by their father’s yelling and hitting
me. The twins started having nightmares and had problems
at kindergarten! I was quiet and my ex never thought that
inside the quiet Jamila was a fighter. He shattered
everything but not my soul.I promised myself and children
that I will do all my best and protect them. So that
morning I woke up and like every day, I prepared
breakfast for him and the children.

Then while I was getting the kids ready for kindergarten,
he left for work.

I had the suitcase ready and immediately called a cab and
left to the train station and never looked back!

I took the train with my twins to Innsbruck and went
directly to a Women ‘s shelter (Frauen Haus).

Luckily, I had an excellent social worker at the Women
Shelter. She helped me a lot and we were in contact with
the children welfare office.

Unfortunately, I was very traumatized from my ordeal
with my ex. My mental health got affected and I had to
make a very drastic and difficult decision which was a
great sacrifice. I went to the psychiatric ward and was
treated there.

“What was the drastic decision? “I asked.

“I agreed that my children be taken care of by a foster
family. This was the hardest challenge for a mother, but it
was for the well-being of my children.
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Luckily, the sister of a friend of mine was willing to take
my twins.

I spent time at the hospital, got treatment and I started to
feel better. The twins settled down and were blessed with a
wonderful family.

Life started to gradually get better, I felt healthier and
stronger.

My siblings were very supportive at this difficult time. My
sister Gul graduated and started to work; however, she was
also fragile and needed treatment at the psychiatric
hospital.

I was the one by her side and to the present-day care
about her and my brothers. Our parents couldn’t get along
with her depression and illness. They couldn’t even
understand the importance of their hospital visits. Mother
cried for hours but never visited Gul!!She never showed her
true feelings, she just kept quiet!

I realized that from an early age, I became” my siblings’
mother”!!

I immediately stopped Jamila and asked her “how has she
taken her mother’s role?”

A sad look overtook Jamila and she replied “I had no
intention in taking her role, but the circumstances forced
me to be a mother figure!

I have always been calm, caring and wise since I was a
child. T expressed my feelings and showed love to my
siblings. My brothers were always kind and caring. I got
along very well with my 3 brothers. They always confided
in me and encouraged me and got me little gifts when I was
successful at school.

This bond with my siblings gave me stability, protection
and strength.

After sessions of therapy, I gradually healed, and I
understood life differently.

I have learnt to forgive my parents as they did what they
knew better. Sadly, my siblings although they are
successful in their careers, they could not get over what had
happened to them nor forgive them.

I am at peace with myself, it was not an easy journey,
however I am blessed with a new life, the twins, parents,
siblings, and a new husband!”

Jamila concluded her story just as we were approaching
Venice Santa Lucia station.

We hugged each other and I thanked her for sharing her
great journey which I jotted down on a train trip.
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Climate Change: Art Mirrors Historic Perspectives and

Modern Consequences

Climate change is the defining crisis of our times (Gaynor, 2020). It affects
every aspect of our lives including cultural heritage, tangible and intangible
(2024). The exploitation of the natural world, plant and animal, are not only
contemporary challenges but deeply rooted in philosophical and cultural concepts
that began centuries ago. By examining artistic representations and cultural
attitudes from the past as well as the present, we can better understand how we
arrived at this critical juncture and recognize the urgency to reconcile our
lifestyles with the natural world by taking an approach that is both holistic and
just.

The contemporary artwork of Joan Marie Kelly, an American artist who lived
and taught in Southeast Asia at Nanyang Technological University, Singapore
for eighteen years. Her paintings reflect the ongoing degradation of the
environment and cultural displacement.Kelly makes a call for a respectful
integration between man and nature in contrast to the disruption of the natural
cycles and processes and ruptures in material human-nature relations under
capitalism (Schneider & McMichael, 2010). Kelly’s artwork puts attention to the
consequences and modern struggles due to the warming of our planet.

both the human and natural forms.

and environmental harmony.

“The Kali Priestess and the Tree Shrine” oil on Linen 100cm x 66cm, Joan Marie Kelly

By:Joan Marie Kelly
USA

“The Kali Priestess and the Tree Shrine” is a portrait of both a

viable, giving nature as much attention as the human subject. Each are
painted with equal importance in space and detail. Their reciprocal
relationship support each other’s lives and deeds. The artist made the
painting on site, both the priestess and the tree posed for the painting
sessions. Through her devotion, rituals, and spiritual guidance, the
priestess serves as a conduit between worshippers and the sacred
energies of Kali, laying implicit in the tree. Rooted in the earth, yet
reaching up into the sky, the tree demonstrates the connection between
earthly and spiritual realms and recognizes the divinity inherent in

The impetus for the creation of the painting by Kelly is the
commemoration of this sacred location because after decades of
devotees gathering at this Kali tree shrine, the Singapore government
imposed an order for the priestess and all devotees to evacuate the
premise and dismantle the shrine. The action will deny connection, and
deprive individuals of opportunities for spiritual enrichment and
ecological stewardship - a continuation of the consequences of
prioritizing economic expansion over the preservation of sacred spaces
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Kelly’s painting "Crash," completed in 2017 vividly portrays
Indian women in brightly colored traditional saris performing
pujas in the river Ganga. However, this traditional scene is
disrupted by the presence of filth, pollution, and plastic water
bottles—a visible symbol of the Western intruder. Kelly's painting
is a compelling commentary on the impacts colonialism and
globalization have had on traditional cultures and environments.
The river Ganga, revered in Indian culture for its spiritual and
purifying qualities, struggles under the weight of modern pollution.
This juxtaposition highlights the clash between the sacred and the
profane, tradition and modernity. In the context of colonialism,
"Crash'" can be seen as an exploration of how Western influence
has penetrated deeply into the fabric of Indian society.

“Crash” oil on linen, 200cm x 200cm, Joan Marie Kelly

In “Thaipusam,” devotees dedicated to Lord Murugan a South
Indian God, perform the Thaipusam, a temple festival in the
streets of Singapore amid the traffic and on-lookers,
symbolizing the clash between urbanization and the
preservation of cultural and religious traditions. The weight of
the milk pots on the devotees' heads are a metaphor of the
burden of maintaining cultural and religious traditions in a
world that prioritizes modernization and economic progress.
The setting of Singapore, a multicultural cosmopolitan city
highlights the contrast between modernity and tradition.
Thaipusam is not a local tradition in Singapore, it has been
transplanted by Hindu’s of Tamil descent from the traditional
rural temple to the streets of Singapore. The Indian diaspora in
Singapore being a minority, performing rituals in the public
space is a political act claiming equal position and no less
relevancy than the Chinese majority diaspora. The struggle the
devotees undergo to perform their rites reflects the theme of
cultural perseverance in the face of economic expansion and “Thaipusam” oil on Linen 100cm x 100cm, Joan Marie Kelly
urbanization.

Artists from different eras and cultures express varying views on the relationship between humans and nature, reflecting
broader societal attitudes. The images above present a juxtaposition of two renowned artists: Michelangelo di Lodovico
Buonarroti Simoni, known as Michelangelo from Florence, Italy, and Kamal ud-Din Behzad, a Persian miniaturist. The
two opposing worldviews have resulted in massive differences in behaviour between man and the environment over the next
centuries. Michelangelo’s '"Moses," a masterpiece of Renaissance sculpture, exemplifies the humanist ideals of the time,
emphasizing strength, and potential of the human form. '""Moses' sits in a throne in dominance, entitlement and control over
nature, a perspective impacting natural ecosystems through colonial power, severing ties and deep interconnections between
human’s, plants, animals, and the soil (Varanasi, 2022).

In contrast, Behzad’s '""Dancing Dervishes" portrays humans in harmonious interaction with their surroundings. The
dervishes, in their spiritual trance, symbolize a unity with the natural and divine. The lush, vibrant landscape surrounding
them reflects a worldview where humans are an integral part of the natural world, not separate from or superior to it. This
perspective aligns closely with Kelly's contemporary work, highlighting the importance of spiritual and ecological harmony.
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Left: “Moses” was crafted from 1513-1515 by Michelangelo (Michelangelo di Lodovico Buonarroti Simoni)
Rt: Dancing dervishes (c. 1480/1490) Kamal ud-Din Behzad

By comparing these historical and modern artworks, we can contemplate the roots of the exploitation of nature, beginning
with the human-centric approach of Michelangelo in contrast to the integration of man and nature in the view of Behzad.
We can better understand how we got to the present climate crisis. Acknowledging the prioritization of economic growth
and the resultant critical juncture of the climate crisis, Kelly's call for reconnection and ecological balance, is an urgent call
to action. This historical context underscores the importance of addressing climate change by learning from the past and
embracing a more integrated, respectful relationship with our environment in our future.

Briefing (2024) The impact of climate change on cultural heritage: Think tank: European parliament, Think Tank |
European Parliament. Available at: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI1(2024)762282
(Accessed: 26 May 2024).

Gaynor, T. (20202) ‘climate change is the defining crisis of our time and it particularly impacts the displaced’, UNHCR
US. Available at: https://www.unhcr.org/us/news/stories/climate-change-defining-crisis-our-time-and-it-particularly-
impacts-displaced (Accessed: 26 May 2024).

Varanasi, A. (2022) How colonialism spawned and continues to exacerbate the climate crisis, State of the Planet. Available
at: https://news.climate.columbia.edu/2022/09/21/how-colonialism-spawned-and-continues-to-exacerbate-the-climate-crisis/
(Accessed: 24 May 2024).
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