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All that is in the universe is a mirage...

And she is water

Translated by: Maha Osman

I wash my face in your embrace

My ears sipping the soul’s melody ,

Your songs flirt with my solitude,

It was not out of experiment,

to release the swarms of nostalgia,

and adorn my life with the melody of

longing, touching my passionate heart,

shaking off my letters,

compelling me to wander in the depths of my soul,

Gladdening me like the rain’s whisper, captured by the leaves of trees,
Those delicate storms and cloudy eyes filled with tenderness, pulsating
with an inexplicable love.

That love invisibly flowing

penetrates into the depths of existence.

Leading us with that radiant, smiling freedom, to a dewy life,

where mother's gifts have no end.

Night closes its eyes,

and dawn emerging from her eyes like a radiant flower and

time is filled, with waves of

pleasure and pain.

At high noon , she is twilight’s water , moistened our world’s wasteland ,

paving our paths with love

The day is silent, the evening closes its eyelids over the

spreading fields shrouded in darkness,

The horizon’s sun roars into the sea, embracing her little by little,
leaving behind the seagull song and the odours of the day, olives and
thyme,

We nest on her arms like birds on branches,

As sleepiness overcomes the eyelids, she holds us close to her bosom,
touching the forehead with sweetness, and

a blessed Kkiss,

While the night burns with dreams, she looks out of its

window ,

Opening the doors wide, a song lulling our insides in a sacred bond of
tenderness

In the swings of childhood

and motherhood hymns , a candle never sleeping in the darkness of
eternity of which the roots and branches are in the sky

All that is in the universe is a mirage and she is water

Ekhlas Francis
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A Year of Teaching -
A Lifetime of Growth

When I first arrived to teach at the university in Saudi
Arabia, I was welcomed by a group of eager,
ambitious young women, all with dreams of making a
difference. In my classroom, they were given the space
to think freely, ask questions, and explore ideas that
were shaping their futures. It was a dynamic
environment where the students focused solely on their
studies and ambitions, undistracted by external
pressures.

Over the course of the year, I saw these students grow
in confidence. They were determined to pursue careers
in fields like medicine, education, engineering, and
more. Their passion for learning was contagious. They
took each lesson to heart, applying it not just to their
studies but to their broader goals of contributing to
their communities and breaking new ground in the
professions they were choosing.

While many of these young women had faced
challenges before arriving in the classroom, they were
resilient. They understood that the road ahead would
be filled with obstacles, but that didn’t stop them.
Their focus on their education was unwavering. They
knew that success wouldn’t come easily, but they were
prepared to put in the work.

Years later, I hear from many of them, and I am
incredibly proud of the paths they’ve forged. Several
have graduated as pharmacists, nurses, and physician
assistants, now working in healthcare settings where
they are making a real difference. Their dedication to
their education has paid off, and they are living proof
of the impact that hard work and resilience can have.

But it’s not just their professional achievements that
stand out. Many of my former students have also
embraced new roles as wives and mothers. Some have
gotten married and started families of their own,
balancing the demands of their careers with the joys of
motherhood.

Marianne Rothmann
Cultural Communicator

It’s inspiring to see them nurture both their
professional ambitions and their personal lives with
grace and dedication.

One student in particular stood out. She had a clear
vision of becoming a doctor, and although she is still
on her journey, her passion and determination
continue to guide her forward. She isn’t just interested
in the theoretical side of medicine; she wants to use her
knowledge to make a tangible difference in the lives of
others. This same drive can be seen in many others,
now working in various healthcare professions, helping
people with the same compassion and commitment
they showed in the classroom.

Though none of these students may have reached their
final career goals yet, what matters most is the
foundation they’ve built. They are already
contributing to their communities, whether it’s
through the care they provide in hospitals, clinics, or
pharmacies, or through the education they are
bringing to others. The groundwork they laid in the
classroom is propelling them forward into careers that
will allow them to shape the world around them in
meaningful ways.

Looking back on that year, I am filled with pride for
these young women. They embodied what it means to
be ambitious, determined, and resilient. They may not
yet be doctors, but they are already leaders in their
fields—confident, capable, and ready to make their
mark on the world. Their journeys, both personal and
professional, are a testament to their strength,
perseverance, and commitment to living fulfilling lives.
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1 (?Iln:ﬁ].c The Last of the Thunderbirds

Atale of the inuit
Retold by S.E. Schlosser

Long ago there were many thunderbirds living in the
mountains, but at last there were only two left in the
area. These birds made their home on the round top
of a mountain overlooking the river. They hollowed
out a great basin on the summit for a nest, and from
the rocky rims they could look down upon a village
upon the riverbank.

From this perch the thunderbirds, looking like a
black cloud, would soar away, bringing back to their
young a reindeer in their talons. Sometimes with a
great noise like thunder they swooped down upon a
fisherman in his kayak and carried him away. The
man would be eaten by the young birds, and the
kayak broken to bits in the nest. Every fall the
young birds flew away into the northland, but the old
birds remained in the nest. They had carried away so
many fishermen that only the most daring would go
out on the great river.

One day when a fisherman went to look at his traps,
he cautioned his wife not to leave the house for fear
of the thunderbirds. During the morning, she needed
fresh water and started for the river. A noise like
thunder filled the air, a black shadow fell over her,
and a thunderbird darted down upon her.

When the fisherman returned to his house, people of
the village told him of the thunderbird. He made no
answer. He took his bow and quiverful of war arrows
and started for the mountain. When he reached the
rim of the great nest, he looked in. The old birds
were away. The nest was full of young eagles with
fiery, shining eyes and shrill cries. The hunter fitted
a war arrow, the string twanged, and the arrow
killed a young thunderbird. So, the hunter Kkilled
them all.

The hunter hid behind a great rock near the nest.
When the old birds came home, the thunder of their
wings was heard even across the great river; their
cries of rage frightened the villagers on the river’s
bank. The mother bird swooped down upon the
hunter beside the rock. Quickly he fitted a war
arrow, the string twanged, and the arrow bit deep
into her throat. Then the mother bird, flapping her
wings so that the hills shook, flew away to the
northland.

The father bird circled overhead and then swooped
down upon the hunter. He crouched below the rocks
and the thunderbird’s great talons caught only the
rock. The hunter fitted a war arrow in his bow, the
string twanged, and the heavy war arrow bit deep
under his great wing. Spreading his wings like a
black cloud in the sky, the thunderbird flew away to
the northland.

Citation: Judson, Katharine Berry, ed. Myths and Legends of Alaska.
Chicago: A.C. McClurg & Co., 1911. Edited by S.E. Schlosser. This
article is in the public domain and is part of the cited work.
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