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; )
@ Room 19 — San Diego- California Entity No: 5102576Room 19 <~
as part of its ongoing series of cultural and literary events and its continuous efforts to promote
international cultural and intellectual engagement, cordially invites you to a discussion of the novel:
Harmonica- el-zaman- el- mafkoud by Ziad Akiki is a poet, writer, and media professional.
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Eklas Moussa Francis
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Founder and Chief Executive Officer

o i -
g ey Jlda Uidg 518 Baliww ! Ogaomi lglail ol omgd) @1 30 9 zowsd julall aus ol
bl dayl 1 e Ligasli l3all O slus 6 9 was B sall (aSs ¢5a I Dy @ sluss 8 cgElY Ghu & Lo 10 Ackud!
Time: 9:00 PM UAE time, 8:00 PM Beirut, Iraq, Cairo, Mecca, Jordan, 6:00 PM Algeria time L i Lo w31 el G|

theroom19fr@gmail.com

Y ol 5 Sluad il Be1 5 o (@35l 351 Jal Bg ulh (5 sus (sle Apuad il CilS 1S53 90,0 By
3N Lails 5,01 palll Lgi sl e asial Blally aaiaally olill o ol 8s1,3 Aglas Lgadly 5 oo
o By Al g dullaadl dylg i Sllal Ardli g daSas Uy i giko jab AMe LgiS) ailuus g axil gy Auilo
A5 63 (3 555 B g el G0 yill BT Lgaudig g Axbluaully &yadl gl puoliall (o Al (ATl alus
Blass o5 grasiy Aslio¥l Aoy daolain W) Lgilibau o g cpailly (5 Al G Jelilly Juol il dleld
555 Losie Gaill &8 Ol ool s¥ Leililaus 15 LgSIia (5 Al Busan iy labas] CauiSS uay wpas i
39l il Lgad gal Lass LgyYo Jsail syl dalio¥l &u¥all LlBNe (o 4 ,aT5 it 319 M ool
skadl OIS (S50,0 Of Y cllaadly ARAN g &5y pudd (i Al ol JLEAI Us|
5 7S 3 gl sl o Lo dy o Al g utie gl 3 Zlg M) S50l Lo 55 oo sl ¥ LS 6 Ll (5
) selayy dalanll dujlos (- i 555 S0

o puobie maan Al JNA (o V) die By pall Aidl) daals ol 531 Y de 55 B 150030 055 Y (i3, sl 3
JYA (0 Yl L sule uga g ¥ poliall 03a o) Y] (335 £ 90509 (S Ol buadd g Slualg il (e
s gusns dyale 8,300 5 4iyd) axas «0USET SHg M 4 Caua Sl QLA ;8 ZAUI 55 Ol ey (AU
Bl udTi g GlaaY) AESTy Sluaddll Gl AALS @Wsn o sbadly Gulll diil, AN G S
Glash e AL G iy B30 sl gy 4515 13S0 5 eSS Lgie yuny 1 dyyadll dngals e {5 LN i
B il ol eld s {5 SR B g« Lga sl () SIS B (S5 (5505 USIYI a3 Sl &gl g ducnd
il saa Ml g (a9 SIaaYl o Ledllga e g delainyl LgiilSe (sle g duad il olg! dys
Jolas allge LAl AL allse s Laal (o pd il e @815l (po s A5 Lgal il gl AR Sslas pal (ro g
a3l (B g Lgitant aud 1yl 9a g Lo g a o Alolually ™ 1S5 90 50 " A3 ey cslunall &30 5l plgsyl
U glas 5 S35 go Lo Silaad yoid Loy gada 3 & yuull Crawdl (AN & yadal) 35 daidl g pradhe ge (yablidall
) - oLl udil aley il y o IS SIS 3 el i sl ubin] Jyadil Ay a3

Pdf ghwas & 0940 49 !

Meeting ID: 768 356 0993

7 i . ;
Passcode : 191919 Via Zoom and live on YouTube

O wONIg) s B il0g 09 ) Gukdai b
Eklas Francis 0016195596193

gy
g.?

f franciseklas > franciseklas

>

76 18 oaad 191G Jc

ISSN 2996-7708




4.!:.;;
18 au.n](?n_gj,c

ISSN 2996-7708

Luvie @lsbad o alicd Los (AadLE obatial)
&yl 9>
(aiall Ly gus A48 (I — lbutiall 03a G Y]
dglabad g dgilgal (3 B wad o 3 Y -
Lguelibag
s Lo )55 o el 038 e sliaall puts
dalus wyae () Jpais of Y9 cdnad il Lailas ol
(e ludadl oylad ) ol duadd A Gilga g sLANY
Jaailly Jolill 3L gawys (3 pgud O S
Aol jolaiy ran o9 sl (3 pasaallly
Glegdgall G Sally Ayl Geall djug
B, Liall
Qo8] 8 8ae Jolge Blel yo (o a3 Y celld Yol oo g
OlSally Glejll LWALS colellly  of guil
a8 ol dogdll &3 Al gall LI g «(praitlall
dlgisg 3 padall Joadl hady Dadadall
Blaiw e gosally (Silb g bl
0 diganun 5o Y ool M O ghadd o Sho
Jladayl gl (B i)
S Y g dllae (3 UK Y LdaBiall 3 jlaall )

Aol &y ) glad gy sl oYbdll (e
gJﬂ‘gcﬁSLSAJl‘QM|‘;|!.\e.u\9‘ﬁ§‘9J$§J|gbﬂ
ddghue G digly el Jaall ola e
doglia B9 « Al Olul puaas 8 Js (A yaall
A gadrn (ya ySAN G 45 g cdla glaall asbi

Lo dads M "L.a‘g.la.cu‘gh"&oia‘g.ﬁ.llmuul
ol 13 g Ga;ah]lu‘,lgdldﬂ.\ah\.\sm.s.s.“@um
B eyl wady (Syae 5,8 obll S
W s, Hlea olbddl guwdiy el
s JS Jgad diadall

77

oAl 5ol dadl xS A adl| Qlakiall 1 sd ya0d| BULS | AgDlge s

Lo guad ¢ gall allall oaguiny s3Il ghaill (5 ol Y
Budy (b pgul 3 cgad Ml L o IS (lase (3
&l JJ] A3LE" slgale Bl o ool dues A58
u—ad‘)bd.\.w@LQJLc (hliall &by o885 ALY
uLu.: cr"‘ ol Banlg dady aeals ) Ole glaall

Loaaaalll gl Sl UBLS Loy af o3 Y dy yLite

Glluall alady — Galaall (8 LS — Jliall saj gl
dale anifs 48 yaall caasol Js o3 yrall ) Juaud
(> daal IS (3 Laaga g dale (B ,d0 g cdllio sy
Load ) LS (e p gall B3 o £ g piall (o OO
J ple Gl aduogs ¥ Gludyl Lalily oyl
¥y cloglaall FaMie Eus alily Sigiues

Y FAY g cadoliallg ¢ guall g Sl g

oyl 3l Olg = peiwall (ooB il FOa3N fia
SLISE) dbl 5 Jeay o Y] — Gdyne 53
Baud g o SLE ;93.!! 053 tlgual, o Balas
S Oljlge B gy el e 8yl
les Al ol J:au.un OLus LS (gulil) ,u<anllg
i ) dyyliie Oyis (3 oleglaall e Yila
099 «sBoxall GLIAYN Sa () J&S o cpladsy)
o Lo f Liallaal SIS S gl @l 2 o
L jruao g Lgiadas (re (liis O 0 99 Uy Lok
(Bl e A:.MJI PRI yad as) il m,
el oS3 Ol g SLE 3,SIA Baidl
ool yuse Loy dseg o Jaaag il sl
Llee ) AGI Joaid Leally ¥ 5,20
Ol Jasiun g esliy f JM.. dulec Y ¥ gil
EENENI + EXTTPR el Jel&IL Gaoall ol o)
LAl Jlaaiyl

15 a5 Ay bl ) ZaLall Zalall 3,5 L
o 038 gl ) (e g (331 g al] aaal g GBS




taall dlos (0
Wiy Sl (o B puadl| dadll

s Lgasn OIS slpw @il Wl Gos (B oyl Lt Sludl Jub [adll
eyl g,,;s‘;%j.u 3 el Ol jlasd) dlas Oy e 1 pSo 5T (JLr Y
& ALHB ddsedt 1Y) b el Tl ) 0 055 U8y 5 )
Lalll jailas cdlesl Oy (all glgl 0 Loy lehiat Koy Lol Oyl
oS By ganl cly jailas o (Cudod) panll B O gLl S Lgado g LS (3 el
il B3 el i lghe bl Ladll o8 S JSKAY usl gl ds
N PRUNC P O g PRUXLC [ CINVEE - Wy Y PICRPTIC S - POR: [RCHIE A PN
Loy ¥ 8yl Lol 2 o8 ool disy  Olwaseidl o WS sue ol aseid
g@rj (daed g WS "'ijdi"&@@rw\gmgbd\ﬂ\ OTJAW
Lgysh J) eamad clist Wby (g all Sl 0B 593 Ay A Ty Obalial)” b
o) W plas B 1gae plll QSN e S g Sy el I OEN S gus B
s gl O Chane g iy A Wiy b b Oy SUSTI by . 233!
aaad o S iy (J BB oy )l IS TCianall” Lad O g Lakis (30!
OYT jies) S o) COSY1 g Ly 5 g U o) B9 . shae Sl pallay & jead )
iadll clby . oVsdly 501 amJU Teshes Tt Leaad Le o ol (s
Lo e Dyl il WS sl g dilsedl b ole B4l § il
4O Gl (B i O glail pgddl g I CITN 0 olas g Oluligo (63 (2 (oo
oday oo 193l ) S CIT b bS8 el dealll pglas B S S
&3 Goally ALy bl gl (Buaddl Bluld ALl & 20 g daaad (B asld L]
Aol @ Ll 3331 Ghe puwldl O e SWI Caadl (B b jliail ) Blwall ) 5eb

09 jrasedl QST 879 (8 pradl

(lod BN Joolill 3 <553 Iy Jadall Gl yglad) ) B iy 0T
di o BalS (o S e Ted (L) odn atai Lo o Tl gllaadt Slexe¥ 33
Ol by b laiadl sy Wy ol Ly dlaadl Ol glaall b A2
deagd) Blowall B holsy "CESI" e ke do Lag 995859 Uige Y Ly
" SV sSU" el Gy Loy aBlgell oda e B \Pluie B O siemm
S D35 0 oo s Aol JgaY 0 ST o gt NI e 4D s IS oy )
OY . el slSH1 "ge " (8 peaad Lanad U Ol & ol "SI Y ga e
g g sl g L JUdY) gy (el oda B a gl T & A ol oda
gt e g i U g b gis e JUial (LS cpudltn 351 3 S U3 Wil Lz
MRy Ol 838 “;us Olud g U LS9 (miyd) Chwsg (Sl w15
393 g 055 o (SllaoW) S 5T AV 0L adi mgrge Db DS 590 o
(S gy hgh Slele Ogaaly o (mdadl SLAI e Sl OY L) B

ol g Lty Bl £ 1) Lgd g 8 jaee daB g Say

78

- 'lv“
®
2”1

§o

MIOKNS
We wal
1an 1o

v tha

18 suall 19714 )C

ISSN 2996-7708




b sl slastig (b ot A BN 4y pgll 5 e

Lawsus (2025 — 7 — 28) 81 051 OIS (2993 p8 (i 2 (5] Mo Lgods ) AU Lgomol 1 e 1 ) o e S
Bl o a0 Ejr Lawse dilod) SO psdl wgs S gl JSWI Do W8 alhawd) psgdey isglly SI A e ol
g Lgde Ol Lol ewwwmy\y:&@?ﬁd}\#yﬁﬁ\‘)}fﬂ\ sgamd) jam 84l g ddaaesoned! & 9 funadl

Loyl Ja sl o sgdall U3 cdysghly &1 31 o gghon 3has Bslbe 1 ,b 8 a9l S gl )5Sl g a2 (oMS) AeaSls ) 0S5l ST
Dlisdl Joos Loty ) BY) o) slaxi¥ly jgadl 35w 9 cheloar¥) dsgll cly B dewlal 3387y S O ) Ul o clalitz¥) g PR
RINWE) [PRENPRS PEES (e S [ AKERS [ PY QN ES SN PRV N R R E P

g Al Wlaowrs B ke L 5 AN uJUil g (Wl coallly (b gl slomi¥lp b ) U1 & 5@l im0 dkes e Al IV ST
Jayy I Aeliaa¥) BB pggde iy 3] chu Al Slaeial) g (I o B paddl ey B B Lala Tys ey U O ) pgede OY
o ) 4B & gl pdy aldims Juditens sl g (Ro3 W) Jlr ) Aadsd ¢ Jolizuad! B LD aodlis ot Loy S35 ol Lol

4 g ) Jo Bu iy o BB o dadleall clgde 38 A1 s m I LU gl e O ClBy (JUs oo ST B A I Ll 8 Ciou
oo ) 8 ee led Widow LSy ke L gl B & YL eleal) 035 jladl A8 ge me el Jlexrfy AL Y1 dedsd
A g dos N1 bl

8 Aa)e

B )
Y Room 19 — San Diego- California Entity No: 5102576 <>

as part of its ongoing series of cultural and literary events and its continuous efforts to promote international and

intellectual cultural exchange, cordially invites you to attend a special talk entitled:
“Heritage and Identity from the Perspective of Sustainability”

by Dr. Abubakr Musa Al-Toum — UAE

Researcher in Sustainability and Social Responsibility
Monday, July 28, 2025
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On a rainy evening ... | was looking at the
window, drawing your name's letters on the fog.
| did not find windows fit to my extent of
longing. | was wiping it every time and waiting
the fog to gather again. When | told you this at
the first day of spring, you told me smilingly:
your name and my windows are my consolation
along the stay way.

Slues Jol laudll gibnall alaujl byd ad) o paiwle

(udii] (S Lodall d a3
I will borrow from myself, despite my
exaggerated crowd of artificialized forgetting,
your first velvet dawn whispers to let me
breathe.

caay Bl aay Ll Louie ) | L Blie aaall ol 3 4o ol
| never realized that tears have such a delicious
taste, until we met after a long yearning.

N (3 yeial Jia elailuh pue atdl Gf A<
It is enough to smell the fragrance of your
breezes to go on my dreams.

OIS (pa B dpdamy SSH (g .elgpdY) deie G
| adore the dim of lights; it reminds me of your
fearful fragrance when it was hugging me.

Lo pall ool puald . gl e duy by Lol Juadl guilu
el 5

| will be better as long as you know what hurts
me; it is not the color of blood that hurts me.
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She exceeds me, but we are equal at the age of
love.... so, | called her the soul mate.
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All weathers, seasons and times have a portion
of us....Despite we only met for moments.
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| told him, your poetry tickles my heart..., Is
poetry what delights the heart?
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(SMALL DREAMS)
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Do not blame the scent of revelry with tears of
please.
Say, he whispered me before a dream.
And said: | miss you and the evening
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Tales From the World

THE COL D’ORDINO WOLOVES
TALE FROM ANDORRA

One summer, a village in Andorra called Canelo
prepared for its annual festival by inviting a skilled
young piper from Ordino. Wolves living nearby,
often spying on human activities, learned that the
piper
dangerous mountain path. Starving and desperate

would travel alone through a remote,

for meat, the wolves planned an ambush.

As the piper journeyed alone, whistling happily, the
wolves stalked him silently. When he stopped to rest and
eat, they closed in. Reacting quickly, the piper fled and
climbed a pine tree, escaping their immediate attack.
Surrounded, he faced death by exhaustion, hunger, or
falling.

However, by accident, his bagpipes produced loud,
terrible, out-of-tune sounds that the wolves couldn’t
bear. Seizing this chance, the piper continued playing the
awful music until villagers arrived and rescued him. That
night, the wolves could only listen bitterly to the distant
sounds of the festival, their plan foiled.
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Andorra, is in the Pyrenees mountains between France and Spain. It’s known as a duty-free retail hub, with shops lining Meritxell
Avenue. The 12th-century Sant Esteve church has baroque altarpieces. Former parliamentary seat Casa de la Vall, dating to 1580,
features 16th- and 17th-century murals. The nearby area of Vallnord has resorts with trails for winter sports,
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What Realism Can’t Do — Dialogues on Creativity in Art,
Science and Education in Egypt
By Emad El-Din Aysha, PhD

“Nothing in life is to be feared; it is only to be
understood. Now is the time to understand more, so that
we may fear less.”

--- Marie Curie

I’d attended, virtually, a presentation and roundtable
discussion on realism in Arabic literature organized by
Room 19, with Dr. Hassan Al-Qasid (\aw> yg9iSall
Juolall) from Iraq.[1] An issue highlighted there was how
much realism in the Arab world was off-putting, showing
everything wrong and nothing right and often in a
superficial way that doesn’t go to the root of this or that
social problem and help pose possible solutions.

This is certainly true in the case of Egypt, but with
additional dimensions that people — readers and critics
alike — are unaware of. One such dimension is the way the
scientist is portrayed in Egyptian cinema and social
drama and by extension the creative process (duosl
daclal) be it in discovery, invention or artistic
inspiration. (This is the triad of the scientist, the engineer
and the artist, since all draw on the same subconscious
source of inspiration in the heart and mind). I pointed this
out during the event and my source on this was an
interesting study of characters in Egyptian TV movies
conducted in the 1990s by Dr. Samiah Ali Ahmed, an
official in Egypt’s ministry of culture (1998). Of all of the
stereotypes worth mentioning in Egyptian drama, from
the civil servant to the belly dancer, the scientist was
completely absent. There were ‘related’ fields like the
teaching assistant, the medical doctor, the nurse, the
school teacher, but no explicit acknowledgement of the
category and concept of scientist. What is more, the entire
focus when it came to these intellectuals was on the social
dimension of their lives — economic struggle, marriage,
divorce, raising kids, etc. There was no appreciation
whatsoever of the, again, the creative process.

MISSING IN ACTION: This damning study by Dr.
Samiah Ali Ahmed exposes how the intellect is hardly
ever a topic of discussion, let alone sympathy, in Egyptian
televisions and cinema.

L}h e
— ey ([ WA
= oeadldliluull@

-

:L‘_a.\-:-.!»auu\);.

L

Aeda) Aol

-

How are discoveries made? Where does inspiration come
from? What is it in a man’s childhood that drives him
towards science or technology or rebellion? What kind of
persona is attracted to the pursuit of knowledge, etc.? And
you could see similar parallels even when it came to the
way artists are portrayed in Egyptian television and
cinema. The focus is more social than inspirational; the
struggling singer, writer, composer, but not much on their
sources of inspiration.

[1] This was on 9 June 2025, (g0 19 d9) u—° ol w3l ,_,9 A 9lal dasdlgll
Ghall o 2oldl Gawws> ygiSall), organized by Eklas Francis from San Diego
California; livestreamed on youtube, 1] This was on 9 June 2025, (9 dx9laJ| daelgll
Ll go 3ol Guuns giSall 2o 19 d9ye ,_,9 ol w331), organized by Eklas
Francis from San Diego California; livestreamed on youtube, “Nothing in life is to be
feared; it is only to be understood. Now is the time to understand more, so that we may
fear less.” .

[2] The conference in question was (Jul=elb Leoladl Jus dadll s3b yeige
daslail) Le3l) on held on 16-17 July 2025. I’d pitched the same question there that I
asked in the Room 19 session with Dr. Hassan Al-Qasid.
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This is all the more amazing, and galling, once you bear
in mind that Egypt prides itself on its musicians, from
Umm Kalthoum to Abdel Wahab and Layla Murad and
Abdel Halim Hafez onwards to the contemporary era.
But the focus once more is on social stories and not on the
art as such, with some notable exceptions. And at the very
least musicians are household names in Egypt. If it wasn’t
for Ahmed Zuwail, hardly anybody would have
recognized the name of a single Egyptian scientist. (I
actually heard this at a conference on science fiction and
children’s literature in Egypt).2

PR S _— -
Ul e S f fd

EOR THE _FUTURE: Dr: Hosam Elzeémbely, founder and director of the Egyptian
Society fofSeience Fiction (ESSF), on the far right of this introductory panelfor

children’s ;c-iel‘TR‘“fir fon.dslaill bgalaall olall JUuS dadll U eTea)s
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Now contrast this to Western literature and cinema where
the creative process, whether in the artist or scientist or
inventor, is center stage. You can see this in everything
from period dramas about composers like Beethoven and
Gustav Mabhler, painters like Van Gogh and Vermeer, to
modern science epics like Oppenheimer (2023) or movies
and TV series about inventors and industrial tycoons like
Thomas Edison and Henry Ford. The creative process is
center stage and sacrosanct, and is popularized by
extension through the many scientists, engineers,
astronauts, chemists, inventors, medical doctors, etc. that
are the heroes of science fiction, in print and on screen.
Not to mention that the status of the creative artist and
the inventor actually overlap in the European tradition,

18 aaa.tﬂ(?n_gj,c
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as exemplified by someone like Leonardo da Vinci,with
modern scientists continuing the overlap of science and art
in the form of amateur musicians like Albert Einstein or
Nobel-prize winners like Richard Feynman who
befriended painters and illustrators. Never mind
Oppenheimer who quoted from Hindu scripture and
studied Jungian psychology.

Why is none of this happening in the world of Egyptian
realism, on screen and in books? All the more befalling is
the fact that realism in Egypt is tied up with socialism and
the whole Nasserist epic, which was both about uniting
and modernizing the Arab world. It was certainly about
modernizing and economically developing Egypt. And
how can you even hope to do that without scientists and
cherishing and popularizing the creative process in works
of art? It seems that realism, in Egypt at least, is only skin
deep. It’s about social ‘problems’ but not social solutions.
Even at the level of social problems it just gives you an
empirical account of what is going on, a social
phenomenon, but doesn’t go to the root causes of it. Any
real analysis of a problem automatically suggests
solutions, the whole point of social science.

Realism in Egypt is also about pandering, to the poor, and
so seeing intellectuals of any kind as spoilt elites who
don’t live in the real world. This may seem like a harsh
judgment but it isn’t. Watch a classic movie like (dble
1967 ,s35), with Fouad al-Muhandis (_w3igoll 3199)
playing an engineer who is more interested in visiting a
factory than meeting the daughter of the factory owner.
While a man of great character, and an inventor, he is
constantly portrayed as not being any fun, serious and
obsessed with being organized — even when eating — and
useless with women. You find essentially the same thing in
the black and white comedy (1970 ,d&55UI (yuilell), with
the mad scientist prototype coupled with repeated failures
when it comes to women and marriage. Having fun is how
Egyptians understood being modern, back then, and
scientific advance and industry was lower down their list
of priorities. Intellectuals were geeks who didn’t know
how to live in the real world of business and patrimony
and family connections, in other words. But, at the very
least the scientist suffered from neglect in the Nasserist
era, made into a side character in a romantic or comedic
scenario, but was not a subject of derision and character
assassination as is the case in Egypt in the post-socialist
era.




IMAGE IN QUESTION: The movie ‘The Three Maniacs’ (1970 ,d&5stl i),
starring the (Zuoll £lgadl (330) stars Samir Ghanem, George Sidhoum and Al-
Dauif Ahmed.

By the 1990s and the turn of turn of the century the
persona of the scientist became a figure of derision,
either portrayed as a madman who wants to invent things
that have already been invented or — when seen as
successful — portrayed as an elitist snob and cultural
traitor. The classic example of the latter is someone like
Hussein Fahmi in (1987 ,ywg>9ll ($5>), an actor who is
famously blond and blue-eyed, as if science were
something foreign and new to the Arab world. And in the
movie he plays a medical doctor who goes against the
will of God in making the infertile fertile, with tragic
consequences. I will go into the causality behind this on-
screen transformation below but point is that ignoring an
entire category of people is both an intellectual failure
and a betrayal of the mission of realism, which is
advancing the nation.

The creative process among scientists and artists, and
inventors, is what drives progress and is interesting and
fruitful in its own right. We need to know what are the
conditions that make for creativity and intellectual
rebellion if we are to encourage our children to become
inventors or artists or discoverers themselves — let alone
astronauts and industrialists. Proper educational
curricula that encourage science and creativity cannot be
devised, and the educational system serve its proper
function, without filling this gap in realist literature and
art.

A final point here is that science fiction needs to be
redefined as a form of realist literature. It’s a genre that
serves a similar purpose, encouraging science and
technology and factual literacy and exploring the nature
of invention and creativity, on the one hand, while also
analyzing society’s ill and proposing solutions on the
other.

84

Science fiction, from the very beginning, came in two
main forms — the literature of anticipation (<9l xiiw3l)
and Utopian ($9bgb) literature.

That is, science and technological advance, and ideology
and social policy at the same time; what kind of world do
we want to live in, and what tools do we need to get
there. The cumulative impact of science fiction as such as
positive and supplants what socialist realism was
originally supposed to do in the Arab world. If there is
anything to look forward to in this article it is the fact
that the image of the scientist is finally being resurrected
in Egyptian literature, thanks to the efforts of the
authors of science fiction. I would go as far as saying
that Egyptian SF writers are indigenizing the Arabic
imagination. Science is something we can do, and have
always been doing, as Arabs and Muslims, in congruence
with our values and in service of our interests. Science
doesn’t need to be ‘imported’ anymore, with the scientist
(or inventor or astronaut) as the handsome hero of the
story.

Killing the Child in all of Us

Before going into detail on what went wrong in Egyptian
history, when it came to realism and education, we need
to talk about what is right. We need a model for how to
cherish and encourage creativity in the child. Above I
said that creativity is sacrosanct in Western works of art
and one example I cited was Gustav Mabhler,
immortalized in the Ken Russell movie Mahler (1974).
The key thing to understand is that movie does not just
go through his life story with all that entails in terms of
going from poverty to wealth and fame and combating
prejudice; along with his personal problems with his wife,
however entertaining. The fulcrum of the story from
start to finish is the source of his creativity, if not all
creativity — childhood innocence. You have a flashback
scene where the young Gustav Mabhler is swimming in a
lake and almost drowns. A kindly man rescues him and
the boy tells him he’s composing a piece about nature, so
he asks the boy about the name of this flower or that
bird, and the boy doesn’t know anything. The man also
teaches the young boy how to swim, how to float in the
water, how to float in the water, while telling him to look
up at the sky and feel like he’s a cloud floating in the air.
Later in the memory sequence, the boy is at home, and
his family is all arguing over the dinner table,

d.Ls.a
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with insults and accusations and slaps and endless talk of
money and bribes and inheritance, and the boy leaves for
the forest at night.

. He looks at the animals and imagines sounds and
musical notes, and then, as if from a dream, a white
horse appears, and he rides it with no difficulty, with
more adventurous music following. The director here is
inviting you into the mind of a child and how the creative
gains inspiration, which is always through bending the
rules, be they mere academic or artistic conventions, or
even the laws of nature. In other words, escaping from
the drab restrictions of reality. That is the one thing that
realism in art and literature is not capable of, at least in
the Arab world, using Egypt as an example.

DREAMSCAPE: The young Gustav Mahler (played by
Gary Rich) in one of the most inspiring art scenes in

cinema history, turning sound into sight in Ken Russell’s
‘Mabhler’ (1974).

You find the same thing in the Disney portrayal of
Beethoven in The Magnificent Rebel (1962). The historic
Beethoven only composed his greatest music when he was
deaf, and in one key scene, the elderly Beethoven is
caught up in the chaos and madness of the Napoleonic
wars. It’s only when he goes out in the wild that he begins
to hear a tune in his mind and regains his musical genius.
These moviemakers are more right than even they knew,
identifying nature as where inspiration comes from, once
viewed through the lens of the imagination. Nature is the
realm of innocence, of beauty and purity, and of limitless
possibilities, far away from all the corruption and
hypocrisy and greed of society. This is literally true,
something confirmed by statistical studies conducted in
Egypt, ironically — please see Afaf Ahmed Uwais (1992).
Surveys conducted to measure creativity found,
repeatedly, that children in the countryside scored
significantly higher than children in Cairo. Weirder still,
they found a negative correlation between the education
of the parents and how creative their children were. The
more scientific a parent, the less creative the offspring.
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The reason was that parents with a university education
would always berate their children for the magical or
simplistic explanations they came up with for things they
saw in nature — why the rooster crows in the morning, or
where the sun disappears to at night, or where the clouds
or lightning come from, etc. They were much more
imaginative. The trick was to play, parents encouraging
their children to play and be inventive if not playing
along with them. An added advantage for children in the
countryside was being surrounded by nature, animals and
plants and mysterious sounds, and beautiful colours,
encouraging them to draw and write, and think about
what they saw and explain things. The harsh, bland, and
noisy life of the city, the capital city, Cairo in particular,
had the predictably opposite effect.

A friend of mine, the youthful SFF author Ahmed Salah
al-Mahdi, has a scenario that bears both what Uwais
(1992) discovered in her survey studies and what Ken
Russell explored in Mahler. The story in question, “The
Running Boy”, is about a near-perfect future world
where everybody lives in plush suburban houses and is
serviced by machines, where kids go directly from their
homes to school via electromagnetic tram lines traveling
through the air. The catch is that people have stopped
dreaming, and it’s led to a national health crisis with
people becoming increasingly agitated and angry.
Fortunately, a boy rebels and skips school one day,
running off to an abandoned amusement park, and is
thrilled to see trees and shrubs growing in the wild. This
is what helps him dream at night and portends well to the
rest of society, even though the authorities are initially
outraged (and confused) at him for breaking the daily
routine. It turns out the problem was that young people
could no longer see the heavens above because of
holographic billboards in the sky, along with
electromagnetic rail lines. Not coincidentally, Ahmed
grew up in the countryside, in southern Egypt, and tends
more towards fantasy and fairy tales in his writings than
hard science fiction. He still misses greenery, the shade
of trees and open spaces, chickens in the backyard, and
the smell of freshly baked bread in the early morning.
Another author from the countryside, Muhammad
Naguib Matter, goes even further in explaining the
salutary role of nature in inspiration.

During an Egyptian Society for Science Fiction (ESSF)
event, he explained that the aptitude scores for kids
from the countryside were always higher because their




imaginations were sharper, helping them visualise what
they study in science and engineering.

He explained further that the words and sayings, and
expressions used by parents in the countryside got the
creative centres working in the minds of children. Country
folk have legends about the moon or things deep in the
earth or tales about monsters that punish naughty
children, and children hearing these claims got them
thinking and imagining them. This is something that does
not happen in the city, however, where people have the
‘benefit’ of modern education for both parent and child
(Matter, 2023).
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authors, not only in the Egyptian literary sphere but internationally. Hence, our first
publication in English.

Muhammad Naguib Matter likewise has another story
about an engineering student who is woken up in the
middle of the night to find a team of individuals getting
ready to drill a hole in his head to pour the whole
educational curricula into his brain all in one go, instead
of wasting the year away in class. Needless to say the boy
protests saying where is my freedom to be creative and
innovative, making new designs and contributing to the
existing stock of knowledge. This story, “Hole in the
Head”, is clearly lampooning the education system in
Egypt which is based on rote education ()»8l5) and not
creativity. It’s even worse than that because the emphasis
in education in Egypt is on the theoretical not the
practical, even when it comes to vocational education and
art education. When I was a professor one of my students,
an art major, actually complained to me that they never
actually got a chance to paint anything since all they were
doing was history of art.

She eventually gave up and changed her major, and this

was at the American University in Cairo, the most
privileged of the privileged in Egypt. But, then again,
that’s the whole point. Vocational training and working
with your hands has always been low status in Egypt, and
painting is no different. It still means working with your
hands.
According to educational expert Dr. Ahmed Hamdi
Mahmoud, a decision was made early on, as far back as
the 1940s, in fact, to only teach science through
memorization and on paper, but with no laboratory
applications and vocational training. This as a classist
bias on the part of teachers, but there was some insidious
politics involved too, since empowering the poor through
proper laboratory science and workshop training would
elevate their expectations too high for the state and
society to find jobs for them (Mahmoud, 1978: 94-95).
This same classist bias exists, amazingly, in the world of
the arts, where students are told in written form about
great works of art without actually seeing them, let alone
being taught the basics of style and technique and the need
for risk-taking in art (Al-Basoiuny, 1985: 122-123, 126).
It seems these older decisions had persisted in the
supposed golden age of modernization in the Nasserist
era, possibly without Abdel Nasser himself knowing, since
such prejudices were deeply ingrained in the educational
system itself. That might explain the rather ridiculous, if
harmless, image of the scientist in black and white
cinema. As for the modern disdain for the Egyptian
scientist, portraying him as a useless buffoon at best or
cultural traitor at worst, this seems also to result from
changing priorities when it comes to education and
scientific advance. By the 1990s a sea-change happened in
official circles in Egypt, and a decision was made to dumb
public discourse down and stop trying to catch up with the
‘civilized’ world. More than that, the word civilized was
turned on its head, with the claim being made that Egypt
didn’t need to become civilized because all of the great
inventions and discoveries of today had already been made
in the past — either in Islamic history or ancient Egypt
(Suwayf, 1994: 296-297).
This is pandering of the most unacceptable kind and is
killing creativity by extension. Who needs to be creative
now if we were already creative in the past, and
accomplished everything that could be accomplished?

18 suall 19714 )C

ISSN 2996-7708




Everything in our pop culture follows suit, trying to
dissuade people from thinking and speculating, and having
any sense of ambition, personally or collectively. That is
not a way to modernize a nation, let alone recapture past
glories. Forward-looking literature, like science fiction, is
the way to go.

Conclusion — The Road Forward

Science fiction isn’t just a way to encourage scientific
literacy and creativity in society; it is also a barometer of
that literacy and creativity. You can use the popularity of
science fiction to see how advanced people are becoming.
I’ve noticed this myself, after living in Egypt for over 20
years. In the past, when an Egyptian explained how
ridiculous life had become, thanks to politics or poverty,
they’d say ‘surreal’. My life is surreal, or my
circumstances are surreal. (Another moniker is film hindi,
SJid (o.lé). Now, however, they increasingly say ‘science
fiction’, the world around us has become like science
fiction. It could be anything from inflation to taxes to
pollution and overcrowding, and urban decay. The word
surreal is being supplanted, and the relevance of science
and technology to our everyday lives is finally sinking in.
Science is no longer seen as something far away and of no
relevance to people who are only concerned with
marriage, procreation, and making a living — recollect the
Egyptian movies referenced above, in colour and black
and white.

We can chalk this down to the ubiquity of mobile phones
and laptops, and GPS, and with that, a shift in
commercials and advertising on TV, with the imagery of
robots and satellites, and lasers popping up frequently.
Along with dinosaurs and Indiana Jones-type adventures.
There are finally sci-fi TV series and movies now, and in
Ramadan no less. Science and science fiction is gaining
credence, and book sales for SF are on the rise from the
Cairo International Book Fair to specialised fantasy and
SF book publishers. SF is also getting the critical
attention it deserves in the form of everything from
awards to seminars and conferences held at the Egyptian
Writers’ Union — including conferences on children’s
literature, thank heavens. This process is slowly but surely
altering the way people think, from just cataloguing the
reality around them to a more rules-based way of
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methodical thinking whereby we critique and try to
magine better futures that do away with the ills of the
present-day society.But the important thing, again, is the
spotlight on creativity and giving the young faith in their
own inventiveness and ability to make a difference.

This has been a long time coming. The Nasserist era, for
all its faults, was when science fiction first came to
fruition in Egypt in the 1950s-60s with Yousef Ezz El-Din
Eissa, Tawfik al-Hakim, and then Dr. Mustafa
Mahmoud. This was in part due to the Space Race raging
at the time between the Soviet Union and America but
there also was hope and faith in the industrial and
scientific advance of the Arabs as a people, and certainly
in Egypt. Sadly, this did not last, in part due to internal
literary antagonism within the Nasserist regime, revealed
by the former minister of culture, Dr. Gaber Asfour. In
one of his essays, he explains that romanticism and
fantasy were deliberately downgraded in the 1960s in
favour of socialist realism and Marxist historicism. Other
victims were satire, surrealism and even Sufism, basically
anything of a fanciful nature. And these criticisms from a
noted leftwing intellectual himself, someone who lamented
the aftereffect this no doubt had on creativity and the
ability to think independently (Asfour, 1997: 21-22, 53).
This is a common feature of socialist countries, so-called
‘progressive’ countries, it will surprise you to know.
Science fiction faced many ups and downs in the Soviet
Union (Idiatullin, 2022) and in the early days of the East
German Republic, science fiction was outright banned —
again in favour of socialist realism (Fritsche and
Canavan, 2024). And here is another subversive example
that will surprise you. While fishing around in the second-
hand books on sale on the Cairo street corners, I found to
my amazement a short story collection by none other than
Muammar Gaddafi, Libya’s erstwhile dictator. It was
published in Egypt in 1996 and one (offensive) story had a
foreign astronaut returning to earth, but to an Arabic
country, and committing suicide because he has no usable
skills — like farming or artisanship. The city is also
condemned in this makeshift anthology, contrasted to the
village; the dictator was clearly trying to discourage
people and lower their aspirations. Libya’s only SF
author, Abdulhakeem Amer Tweel, adds that the genre
was even seen as effeminate and unmanly in his country
(2022: 40-41).
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Gaddafi’s anthology might finally explain why. Realism,
as we understand it in much of the Arab world, is passive,
not proactive. It’s all about accepting reality as it is and
not working to change it — recollect Dr. Hassan Al-Qasid
from above. Science fiction is a different animal entirely,
producing a realistic image of how the world works — laws
of nature, human progress, politics, etc. — but with the
express intention of changing things for the better.

No wonder science fiction was discouraged in
undemocratic countries, no matter how progressive they
claimed to be. And so, encouraging science fiction doesn’t
only mean encouraging science and progress, but also
encouraging intellectual freedom.
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DOUBLE JEOPARDY: Both authors, the late Libyan dictator and the late
Egyptian minister of culture, expose how realism was used to dampen people’s
scientific aspirations.
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El jardin del pasillo arenoso
By Mohammad Bin Lamin. 7-4-2004.
Translated by Ghadeer Abu-sneineh

kol iaall disun
Ol Oy saae yelddl g LSl HLdl da gl g slalsS
@yiﬁm&uﬁ

1)
Extiéndeme la mano,
aqui esta el lado de mi cancion;
mi cancion habitada por ti.
Un estribillo embrujado por la pasion
a causa de una locura.
La nifia de la poesia
tartamudea un poema.
En la vida,
el jardin no le da dos veces
la felicidad a una rosa.
(2
El jardinero sabe eso
y la anciana
sentada en una silla de madera
teje los sombreros,
fisgoneando desde el ojo de su aguja;
ella también se da cuenta
que t y yo
somos dos almas bailando

a lo largo del pasillo arenoso del jardin.

3
Cuando
un perro ladra
muerde el fin de una charla.
Nuestras miradas perciben...
(no seran pasos que marchan?
No lo creemos
y comenzamos otra platica.
El viento se tragoé sus latigos.
La lluvia llego6 débil
mojando los rastros de la flagelacion.
C))
El silencio no puede engaiiarnos
Ni la lluvia nos puede molestar.
Cantamos y cantamos,

el nido esta susurrando.
Nuestras alas mojadas
no estan frias.
Y los gemidos del arbol
no se detienen..
(C))
Es nuestro invierno
asado
al fuego de la noche.

La vanidad de la naranja en tu rostro,
la belleza de tu inclinacion,
los himnos de tus ojos,

y tu cabello cercano.

Son nuestras dudas y ausencias.
Nuestras presencias lejanas
y nuestros testigos
Seguramente
no nos alcanza la noche para
que nos caigamos.
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